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^ had discovered thofe unlawful correfpondenctes they had 
tifcd, and engagements they had made to embroil my king- 
doms. _ King Charles. 

bure the villains hold a corr efporidcnce 

With the enemy, and thus they would betray tis, Denham . 

It happens very oddly, that the pope and I fhould have the 
faitie thought much about the fame time : my enemies will be 
apt to fay, that we hold a correspondence together, and a<ft by 
concert in this matter. Addifon’s Guardian , N°. 116, 

3* Friendfnip ; interchange of offices or civilities. 

Let fuch military perfons be affiired, and well reputed of, 
rather than fa&ious and popular ; holding alfo good correfpcn- 
^ d ence w Lh the other great men in the Late. Bacon, EJjay 17. 
Correspondent, adj. [from correfpond.] Suitable ; adapted; 
agreeable ; anfwerable. 

What good or evil is there under the fun, what a&ion cor- 
respondent or repugnant unto the law which God hath im- 
pofed upon his creatures, but in or upon it God doth work, 
according to the law which himfelf hath eternally purpofed to 
keep. Hooker. 

And as five zones th’ etherial regions bind. 

Five ccrrefpondent are to earth affign’d. Dryden’s Ovid. 
Correspondent, n. f. One with whom intelligence or 
commerce is kept up by mutual meffages or letters. 

He was pleafed to command me to fend to him, and receive 
from him all his letters from and to all his correspondents at 
home and abroad. Denham’s Dedication . 

Correspo'nsive. adj. [from correfpond.] Anfwerable; adapted 
to any thing. 

Priam’s fix gates i’ th’ city, with mafiy fiaples, 

And correfponfive and fulfilling bolts, 

Sperre up the forts of Troy. S ha kef- Troilus a?id CreSfida. 

CO'RRIDOR. n. f’ [French.] 

1. [I11 fortification.] The covert way lying round the whole 
compafs of the fortifications of a place. 

2. [In architecture.] A gallery or long ifie round about a build- 

ing, leading to feveral chambers at a difiance from each 
other. Harris. 

There is fomething very noble in the amphitheatre, though 
the high wall and corridors that went round it are almoft in- 
tirdy ruined. AddiSon on Italy. 

Corrigible, adj. [from corrigo, Latin.] 

I. That which may be altered or amended. 

2» He who is a proper object of punifhinent; punishable. 

He was taken up very fhort, and adjudged corrigible for fuch 
prefumptuous language. Howels Vocal Forejl. 

3. Corrective ; having the power to correct. 

Our bodies are our gardens, to the which our wills are gar- 
deners ; fo that, if we will either have it fteril with idlenefs, 
or manured with induftry, the power and corrigible authority 
of this lies in our will. ShakcSpeare’s Othello. 

Corri'val. n.f. [con and rival.] Rival; competitor. 

They had governours commonly out of the two families of 
the Geraldines and Butlers, both adverfaries and corrivals one 
againft the other. SpenSer on Ireland. 

He that doth redeem her thence, might wear 

Without corrival all her dignities. Shakefp . Henry IV. p. i. 

Cop. rivalry. 7 i.f. [from corrival.'] Competition ; oppo- 

sition. 

Corro'eor ant. adj. [from corroborate ] Having the power 
to give {Length. 

There be divers forts of bracelets fit to comfort the fpirits, 
and they be of three intentions, refrigerant, corroborant , and 
aperient. Bacon’s Natural Hi, (lory , N°. 961. 

To CORROBORATE, v. a. [ con and roboro , Latin.] 

1. To confirm; to efiablifii. 

Machiavel well noteth, though in an ill-favoured in- 
ftance, there is no trufiing to the force of nature, nor to the 
bravery of words, except it be corroborate by cuftom. Bacon. 

2. To {Lengthen ; to make firong. 

To fortify imagination there be three ways ; the authority 
whence the belief is derived, means to quicken and corroborate 
the imagination, and means to repeat it and refrefh it. Bacon . 

It was faid that the prince himfelf had, by the fight of fo- 
reign courts, and obfervations on the different natures of 
people, and rules of government, much excited and awaked 
his fpirits, and corroborated his judgment. IV it ton. 

As any limb well and duly exercifed grows ftronger, the 
nerves of the body are corroborated thereby. Watts. 

Corrobora'tion. n.S’ [from corroborate.] The act of 
Strengthening or confirming ; confirmation by feme additional 
fecurity ; addition of Strength. 

The lady herfelf procured a bull, for the better corrobora- 
tion of the marriage. Bacon s Henry VII. 

Corroborative, adj. [from corroborate.] Having the power 
of increasing Strength. 

In the cure of an ulcer, with a moift intemperies, as the 
heart is weakened by too much humidity, you are to mix cor- 
roboratives of an afiringent faculty ; and the ulcer alfo requireth 
to be dried. Wifeman’s Surgery. 

To CORRODE, v. a . [corrodo, Latin.] To eat away by de- 
grees, as a menftruum 3 to prey upon ; to confume 3 to wear 
away gradually. 
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Statesmen purge vice with vice, and may »r« 

1 he bad with bad, a fpider with a toad ; 

- 01 thralls not them, but they tame ill, 

And make her do much good againff her will! . . 

We know that aqua-fortis corroding cooper, which is h 
that gives the colour to verdigreafe, is wont to reduce it to a 
green blue folutton. B*ik. mC olZl 

The mature of mankind, left to itfelf, would foon have 
fallen into diholution, without the mediant and corroding in. 
vafions of fo long a time. Hale’s Origin oS Mankind, 

Hannibal the Pyreneans paft, 

And Sleepy Alps, the mounds that nature caft, 

And with corroding juices* as lie went, 

A pafiage through the living rock he rent. Dryd. Juvenal. 
riffles, which neither chew their meat nor grind it in their 
Stomachs, do, by a diffolvent liquor there provided, corrcch 
and reduce it into a chylus. R ay on the Creation. 

1 he blood turning acrimonious, corrodes the velfels, pro- 
ducing almoft all thedifeafes of the inflammatory kind. Art nth. 

Through the heart. 

Should jealoufy its venom once diffufe, 

’ I is then delightful mifery no more, 

But agony unmixt, inceflant gall. 

Corroding every thought, and Wafting all 

Love’s paradife. Thomfon’s Spr ing, /. 1075. 

Corro'dent. adj. [from corrode.] Having the power of cor- 
roding or wafting any thing away. 

CorroNiele. adj. [from corrode ] Poflible to be confumed 
or corroded. 

Metals, although corrodible by waters, yet will not fuffer a 
liquation from the powerfuleft heat communicable unto that 
element. Brown’s Vulgar Err ours, b. ii. c. 1. 

Cc/rrody. 77. S [from corrodo , Latin.] A defalcation from 
an allowance or falary for fome other than the original 
purpofe. 

In thofe days even noble perfons, and other meaner men, 
ordered corrodies and penfions to their chaplains and fervants 
out of churches. Aylijfe’s Parer gen. 

Corrosibi lit y. n.f [from corrofible.] The quality of being 
corrofible; poffibility to be confumed by a menftruum. 

Corrodible, adj. [from corrode.] Poffible to be confumed 
by a menftruum. 

Corro'sibleness. n. S’ [from corroSible.] Sufceptibility of cor- 
rofion. . Dili. 

CorroDion. n. S [corrodo, Latin ] The power of eating or 
wearing away by degrees. 

CcrroSion is a particular fpecies of diffolution of bodies, 
either by an acid, or a faline menftruum. It is almoft wholly 
defigned for the refolution of bodies moft ftrongly compacted, 
as bones and metals ; fo that the menftruums here employed, 
have a considerable moment or force. Thefe liquors, whe- 
ther acid or urinous’, are nothing but falts diffolved in a little 
phlegm ; therefore thefe being folid, and confequently con- 
taining a confiderable quantity of matter, do both attraCt one 
another more, and are alfo more attracted by the particles of 
the body to be diffolved ; fo when the more folid bodies are 
put into faline menftruums, the attraction is ftronger than in 
other folutions ; and the motion, which is always proportional 
to the attraction, is more violent : fo that we may eafily con- 
ceive, when the motion is in fuch a manner increased, it 
Should drive the falts into the pores of the bodies, and open 
and loofen their cohefion, though ever fo firm. Quincy. 

If there be any medicine that purgeth, and hath neither 
of the firft two manifeft qualities, it is to be held ftapeCted as 
a kind of poifon ; for that it worketh either by corrofon , or by 
a fecret malignity and enmity to nature. Bacon’s Nat. Hi/lory. 

That corrojion and di Ablution of bodies, even the moft folid 
and durable, which is vulgarly aferibed to the air, is caufed 
merely by the aCtion of water upon them ; the air being 
fo far from injuring and preying upon the bodies it environs, 
that it contributes to their Security and prefervatibn. IVoodw. 

Corrosive, adj. [from corrodo , Latin. It was anciently pro- 
nounced with the accent on the firft fyliable, now indif- 
ferently.] 

1. Having the power of confuming or wearing away. 

Gold, after it has been divided by corrofive liquors into in- 
visible parts, yet may prefently be precipitated, lo as to appear 
again in its own form. Grew’ s CoS'mol. b. i. c. 2. J. 12. 

The facred fons of vengeance, on whofe courfe 
CorroSive famine waits, and kills the year. Thomfon’s Spring . 

2. Having the quality to fret or vex. 

If the maintenance of ceremonies be a corrcfye to fuch as 
oppugn them, undoubtedly to fuch as maintain them it can be 
no great pleafure, when they behoid that which they reverence 
is oppugned. Hoo/ccr , b. iv. feci. 1 o. 

Corrosive, n.f 

1. That which has the quality of wafting any thing away, 
the AeSh of an ulcer. 

He meant his corroSives to apply, # 

And with Si rid diet tame his ftubborn malady. Fairy .jgnen- 

2. That which has the power of fretting, or of giving pain. 

Such fpeechcs favour not of God in him that uisth them, 
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and unto virtuoufly difpofed minds they are gnevou3 cor- 

r Hooker , b. v. Ject. 33* 

ro p.ves. / 

Awav; though parting be a fretful cprrojive. 

It is applied to a deathful wound. Shakejp. Henry VI. p. 1 . 

Care is no cure, but rather corrofive, VT 

For things that are not to be remedied. Shakefp. Henry \ 1. 
Corrosively, aclv. [from corrofive.] 

1. Li he a corrofive. _ . 

At firft it tailed fcmewhat corrofively : Boyle on Saltpetre. 

2. With the power of corrofion. c 

Corro'siveness. n.f [from corrofive.] The quality of co - 

roefing or eating away ; acrimony. 

We do infufe, to what he meant foi meat, 

Corrofivcnejs, or intenfe cold or heat.- f' ine ' r 

Saltpetre betrays upon the tongue no heat nor corrofivenejs 
at all, but coldnfls, -mixt with a fomewhat languid relnh re- 
taining to bitterhefs. . Boye. 

Co'rrugant. adj. [from corrugate.] Having the power ot 

contracting into wrinkles. # » , 

To COTRLGATE. v. a. [corrugo, Latin.] To wrinkle or 

purfe up ; as the Skin is drawn into wrinkles by cold, or any 

other caufe. . . 

The cramp cometh of contradion of Sinews : it cometn 
either by cold or drynefs ; for cold and drynels do both ol them 
contrad and corrugate. Bacon s Natural Hijlory, N '. 964. 
Cor r uga'tion. n.J. [from corrugate.] Contraction into 
wrinkles. 

The pain of the folid parts is the corrugation or violent agi- 
tation of fibres, when the fpirits are irritated by Sharp hu- 
mours. Flayer on the Humours. 

To CORRUPT. v. a. [corrumpo corrupt us, Latin.] 

1. To turn from a found to a putrefeent State; to infed. 

2. To deprave; to deftroy integrity ; to vitiate; to bribe. 

I fear left by any means, as the ferpent beguiled Eve 
through his fubtilty, fo your minds Should be corrupted from 
the fimplicity that is in Chrift. 2 Cor. xi. 3. 

Even what things they naturally know, in thofe very tilings, 
as hearts void of reafon, they corrupted themfelves. Jude, v. ic. 
Evil communications corrupt good manners. 1 Cor. xv. 33. 
All that have mifearried 

By underhand, corrupted, foul injuftice. Skak. Richard III. 

1 have heard it faid, the fitteft time to corrupt a man’s wife, 
is when She’s fallen out with her hufband. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 
But Stay, I Smell a man of middle earth ; 

With tryal fire touch me his finger-end ; 

If he be chafte, the flame will back defeend. 

And turn him to no pain ; but if he Start, 

It is the flefh of a corrupted heart. Shah. M. IV. of IVindfor. 
Language being the conduit whereby men convey their 
knowledge, he that makes an ill ufe of it, though he does not 
corrupt the fountains of knowledge, which are in things, yet 
lie Stops the pipes. Locke. 

Hear the black trumpet through the world proclaim, 

That not to be corrupted is the ftume. Pope. 

3. To fpoil ; to do mifehief. 

To Corru'pt. v. n. 'Fo become putrid ; to grow rotten ; to 
putrefy. 

The aptnefs or propenflon of air or water to corrupt or 
putrefy, no doubt, is to be found before it break forth into 
manifeit cffeCts of difeafes, Wafting, or the like. 

CorruPt. adj. [from corrupt.] Vitious; tainted with wick- 
ednefs ; without integrity. 

Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, 
but that which is good to the ufe of edifying. Eph. iv. 29. 
Corrupt, corrupt , and tainted in defire. Sh. M. IV. of IVindf. 

Thefe kind of knaves I know, which in this plainnefs 
Harbour more craft, and more corrupter ends, 

Than twenty Silky clucking obfervants. Shakef King Lear. 
Some, who have been corrupt in their morals, have yet been 
infinitely foiicitous to have their children piotely brought 
^ U P* South’s Sermons. 

CorruPter. n.J. [from corrupt.] He that taints or vitiates ; 
he thatleflens purity or integrity. 

What is here ? 

The feriptures of the loyal Leonatus, 

All turn’d to herefy ? Away, away, 

Corrupters of my faith ! ' Shakcfpcare’s Cymbeline-. 

From the vanity of the Greeks, the corrupters of all truth, 
who, without all ground of certainty, vaunt their antiquity, 
came the errour firft of all. Raleigh’ > Flijlory of the World, b.u 
Thofe great corrupters of Christianity, and indeed of natu- 
ral religion, thejefuits. AddiJ'on s Freeholder, N°. 6. 

Corruptibility, n.f [from corruptible.] Poffibility to be 
corrupted. 

Corruptible, adj. [from corrupt ] 

1. Sufceptible of destruction by natural decay, or without 
violence. 

Our corruptible bodies could never live the life they Shall 
hve, were it not that they are joined with his body, 
which is incorruptible, and that his is in ours as a caufe of 
immortality. _ iW. 

it u> a devouring corruption of the effential mixture, which 
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confining chiefly of an oily 

" TheTveral parts of which the world con fill,, betng m 

their nature corruptible, it is more than pro a c 




been diffolved. , X f Z Z 

1. Sufceptible of corruption ; poffible to be tainted 01 vit ate . 

^orru'ptibleness. n.f. [from corruptible .] bulceptibihty o. 


infinite duration; this frame of things would long fmcc have 
been diffolved. Ttllotfoo s Sermons. 

2 . 

CORRl 

CoTTr'nBLV. adv. [from corruptible .] In fuch a manner a$ 

to be corrupted, or vitiated. 

It is too late; the life of all bis Wood 
Is touch’d corruptibly. _ Shakefpcare s King Lear . 

Corruption, n.f [corrupiio, Lai] . . ., 

1. The principle by which bodies tend to the reparation of their 

parts. . 

2. Wickednefs; perverfion of principles; lofs of integrity. 

Precepts of morality, befldes the natural corruption ot our 
tempers, which makes us averfe to them, are fo abftractea 
from ideas of fenfe, that they feldom get an opportunity for 
deferiptions and images. AddiJ'on s EJfay on the Georgic^s. 
Amidft corruption , luxury and rage. 

Still leave fome ancient virtue’s to our age; P'^i 

3. Patrefcence. 

The wife contriver, on his end intent. 

Careful this fatal errour to prevent, 

And keep the waters from corruption free. 

Mix’d them with fait, and feafon’d all the fed. Blackmon . 

4. Matter or pits in a fore. 

5. The means by which any thing is vitiated ; depravation. 

After my death I wifli no other herald. 

No other fpeaker of my living actions. 

To keep mine honour from corruption. 

But fuch an honeft chronicler as Griffith. Shaft: Hen: VIII. 
The region hath by conqueft, and corruption of other lan- 
guages, received new and differing names. Raleigh’s Hijlory. 

All thofe four kinds of corruption are very common in their 
language ; for which reafons the Greek tongue is become 
much altered. Brerewood on Languages „ 

6. [In law.] An infection growing to a man attainted of felony 

or treafon, and to his iflue : for as he lofcth all to the prince; 
or other lord of the fee, fo his iflue cannot be heir to him, or 
to any other ancefior, of whom they might have claimed by 
him ; and if he were noble, or a gentleman, he and his chil- 
dren are made ignoble and ungentle, in refpe£t of the 
father. CowcL 

Corruptive, adj. [from corrupt.] Having the quality of 
tainting or vitiating. 

Not refembling themfelves according to feminal condition, 
yet carrying a fettled habitude unto the corruptive originals. 

Brown’s Vulgar Err ours, b. ii. c. 6. 
It ifiould be endued with an acid ferment, or fome cor- 
ruptive quality, for fo fpcedy a diffolution of the meat 
and preparation of the chyle. Ray on the Creation ; 

Corru ptless. adj. [from corrupt.] Infufceptible of corrup- 
tion ; undecaying. 

All around 

The borders, with corruptlefs myrrh are crown’d. DryderU 

Cor ruPtly. adv. [from corrupt.] 

1. With corruption ; with taint ; with vice; without integrity. 

O, that eftates, degrees, and offices. 

Were not deriv’d corruptly, that clear honour 
W ere purchas’d by the merit of the wearer. Shakefpeare . 

FV e have dealt very corruptly againft thee, and have not 
kept the commandments. Neb. i. 7. 

2. Vitioufly ; improperly; contrary to purity. 

We have corruptly contracted moft names, both of men 
and places. Camden’ s Remains. 

CorruPtness. n.f. [froni corrupt.] Thequality of corruption; 
putrefcence ; vice, 

CO'RSAIR. n.f. [French.] A pirate; one who profefies to 
feize merchants. 

Corse, n.f. [corps, French] 

1. A bodv. 

j 

For be was ftrong, and of fo mighty corfe. 

As ever wielded fpear in warlike band. Spenfcr, can . iiu 

2» A dead body ; a Carcafe: a poetical word. 

P hat from her body, full of filthy fin. 

He reft her hateful ftead, without remorfe ; 

A ftream of coal-black blood forth gufhed from her corfe . 

Fary $>ueen, b. i. cant. 1. [flan. 24. 

Set doWn the corfe ; or, by faint Paul, 

I’ll make a corfe of him that difobeys. Shakefp. Richard III. 

What may this mean ? 

That thou, dead corfe$ again, in complete fteel, 

Revifit’ft thus the glimpfes of the moon, 

Making night hideous ? ^ Shakefpeards FlamJet. 

Here lay him down, mv friends, 

Full in my fight, that I may view' at leifure 
P he bloody corfe, and count thofe glorious wounds. Addifoi 

You heard the groans. 

Heard nightly plung’d, amid 5 theYullen waves, 

The frequent corfe , Tbomfcn’s Summer, i 1035. 

CofilSELET. 
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